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Address import and export 
restrictions and barriers

Restrictions and barriers



Pricing:
Weekly package - €45 per Friday (Payment by Card)
Monthly package (4 Fridays) - €126 per month (30% discount) (Payment by Card)
Summer package (12 Fridays) - €270 (50% discount), available in three monthly
instalments of €90 (Payment by Card)

EU law requires customs to conduct border controls to enforce Union policies
and protect citizens. Under the Union Customs Code, restrictions on imports,
exports or transit goods may apply for reasons such as public security,
health, environmental protection, safeguarding cultural heritage, and
protecting intellectual and commercial property. See EU’s integrated
prohibition and restriction list. 

However, this is only the importing side – it is equally important to ensure you
can export, which is often even more challenging. Many trade barriers
imposed by other countries are listed in the Access2Markets database (see
here).

To complete our overview of what customs practitioners need to know, this
twelfth Summer Friday Pick explores restrictions, prohibitions and trade
barriers. We begin with licensing as a trade barrier and strategies to
overcome it, before moving on to issues such as pests in wooden products,
unsafe goods, and the challenges associated with used goods. We also
share compliance tips on EU CE marking.

We hope this final Pick, showcasing the breadth and depth of the customs
field, will inspire you to keep learning. And doing so is simple – join the ever-
growing community of CustomsClear members. See our pricing plans here.

Your feedback and comments are always welcome at 
info@customsclear.net 

How should I address
import and export 

restrictions and
barriers?
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Because many countries have non-transparent
import licensing rules, exporters are denied trade
opportunities. This article explains the basics of
automatic and non-automatic licensing, and
gives practical examples of non-transparent
licensing regimes around the world that exporters
should consider when choosing new markets.

This article provides an overview of how an EU
importer was impacted by non-transparent
export licensing rules in Mexico. The example
illustrates that exporters can address trade
barriers in several ways: through the courts and
by submitting complaints to the European
Commission.

We frequently hear reports of products, such as
massage chairs and plush toys, being ‘stuck’ in
customs and barred from entering the EU market
due to incorrect or missing CE marking. What
should EU importers know to prevent such
situations?

What strategies may EU
traders use to overcome trade
barriers?

What exporters should know
about licensing barriers?

EU CE marking: requirements,
the responsibility of the
importer, actions in case of
non-compliance

Ilona Mishchenko
Associate Professor of the Maritime and

Customs Law Department, National
University "Odesa Law Academy"

Arvydas Naina
Senior Adviser, Market Surveillance

Coordination Unit, State Consumer Rights
Protection Authority (SCRPA), Lithuania

Ilona Mishchenko
Associate Professor of the Maritime and

Customs Law Department, National
University "Odesa Law Academy"
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SUMEND25Use the discount code

Interactive Customs Practitioners' Forum
Online events

In-depth customs-focused articles and videos

AI Assistant (IMEX)
Customs Compliance and Risk Management
(CCRM) Journal

Monthly EU and UK customs roundtable sessions

SPECIAL OFFER

and get 25% OFF 
for Individual and Team plan membership*

*the offer is available until September 5
*choose your membership here: www.customsclear.net/en/memberships

https://www.customsclear.net/en/memberships


It is easy to forget that wood packaging material
(WPM), used in trade to support, stabilise and
transport goods, can present risks. What might be
the outcome if the movement of WPM from third
countries into the EU is not properly controlled?

Why is it important to control
wood packaging material?

Used car parts - export of waste
or goods for reuse?
Much is said today about circular economy goals
and reducing waste by extending product life
through reuse, repair, refurbishment or recycling.
The legal framework, however, is still evolving.
While the EU Combined Nomenclature covers
certain waste, scrap and used cars, it does not yet
address used car parts, creating challenges when
declaring these goods for customs procedures.

Product safety: New General
Product Safety Regulation
In this video, we give an overview of the General
Product Safety Regulation - the key aspects to
consider such as the scope, some definitions,
obligations of parties and other provisions. The
impact on customs is also discussed.

Duration: 25 mins

Vilma Mikelaitienė
Head of the Border Control Coordination
Division, the State Plant Service under the

Ministry of Agriculture, Lithuania

Jurgita Stanienė
Head of the Customs Compliance

Department, UAB "Muita"
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A quick look into Pick No. 1/12
#ProfessionalKnowledge

View the videos and articles from the Pick No. 1/12 here

Pick 
No. 1/12

https://26147193.fs1.hubspotusercontent-eu1.net/hubfs/26147193/Friday%20Pick%20No.1-12.pdf


A quick look into Pick No. 2/12
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View the videos and articles from the Pick No. 2/12 here
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A quick look into Pick No. 3/12
#Valuation
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View the videos and articles from the Pick No. 4/12 here
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View the videos and articles from the Pick No. 5/12 here
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A quick look into Pick No. 6/12
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View the videos and articles from the Pick No. 6/12 here
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A quick look into Pick No. 7/12
#CustomsLegislation

View the videos and articles from the Pick No. 7/12 here

Pick 
No. 7/12

https://26147193.fs1.hubspotusercontent-eu1.net/hubfs/26147193/Friday%20Picks%20No.%207-12%20(2).pdf?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--ojpL_PFgZ35hl21su-9UN6uEubqTqxTQdFV2v7DhJ_qt-1cuQNs8KMmPEpglQH7t5KwsMhzxlGVHcAJ_LelDYDKJ4-g&_hsmi=2&utm_content=2&utm_source=hs_email


A quick look into Pick No. 8/12
#Technology

View the videos and articles from the Pick No. 8/12 here
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A quick look into Pick No. 9/12
#NewsMastery

View the videos and articles from the Pick No. 9/12 here
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View the videos and articles from the Pick No. 10/12 here

A quick look into Pick No. 10/12
#Sustainability
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View the videos and articles from the Pick No. 11/12 here

A quick look into Pick No. 11/12
#Risk 
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Phone +37064465553
www.customsclear.net | www.picoco.ai

Company registration 305133737

Our expertise
The CustomsClear team brings together professionals in the following
areas:

Customs law and regulations
International trade and compliance
Digital education and knowledge management
Artificial intelligence and software development

Our mission
At CustomsClear, our mission is to provide all participants in the global
supply chain with easy access to the knowledge necessary for the smooth,
compliant and sustainable movement of goods across customs-controlled
borders.

Innovation - information and knowledge
Founded as a platform for both those seeking knowledge and those wishing
to share it, CustomsClear has built a global network of customs and trade
compliance experts. The experts share their expertise through articles,
videos, courses, live events and training sessions.

We are currently developing an expert-supervised regulatory library,
alongside AI solutions that offer tailored access to regulatory content and
compliance checks. Acknowledging that domain knowledge is essential to
interpreting regulations effectively, we are also building a personalised,
adaptive and continuous learning system to support professionals across
the sector. This ongoing innovation is co-funded by the European Union.

Contact us at info@customsclear.net

Gvantsa Pasurishvili
Director of International Sales & Partnerships

Book a meeting here
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