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“Ban goods made with forced labour” - you can see on the cover. In the EU,
Regulation 2024/3015 will enter into force in 2027. With still a bit of time to go,
in this tenth Pick, we focus on other more pressing sustainability topics.

But what is sustainability? Sustainability requirements, including the
definition itself, are constantly evolving. In the EU, for example, the definition
of 'sustainability matters' includes the following areas (see Directive (EU)
2022/2464 Art. 1(2)(b)): environmental, social and human rights, and
governance factors, including employee matters, anti-corruption and anti-
bribery matters.

This Pick draws your attention to the critical CBAM deadlines (not meeting
them means losing the right to import goods concerned), new EU
requirements for packaging, impact on customs of the new EU Deforestation
Regulation (taking effect from the start of 2026), and invites you to consider
a crucial topic - the origin of goods - in the light of the sustainability
requirements.

Stay ahead of the curve by keeping up to date with the news - and
understanding its impact on your practice.

Your feedback and comments are always welcome at 
info@customsclear.net 

How do
sustainability rules
affect my customs

operations?
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EU Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM)
implementation is approaching several key
deadlines – if you are importing CBAM goods, now
is the time to register as an Authorised Declarant.
It is also important to plan for the costs, as
payments for the certificates will begin in the fast-
approaching year 2026. These and other
important aspects are discussed in this interview.

New EU requirements for
packaging and the import of
packaged products - coming
soon
In addition to the numerous sustainability-related
areas assigned to customs (CBAM, EUDR, forced
labor prohibition regulation, CITES, etc.), customs
will soon be assigned another task – the control of
packaging compliance with sustainability
requirements. Accordingly, importers themselves
will have to be aware of one more regulation.

“Part of this vision is the idea that only by tracking
goods and processes back to their origin can
problems such as unsustainable growing and
harvesting, environmentally polluting
manufacturing and undesirable working
conditions be eliminated. The entry of these goods
into the EU common market is used as the stick to
force the product flows into compliance.” – says
Professor Albert Willem Veenstra in this insightful
interview. 

CBAM: critical deadlines to
ensure import readiness in 2026

EU Deforestation Regulation:
impact on customs

Jan-Joost den Brinker
Chief Technology Officer, Dubrink

Greta Kulikauske
Senior Consultant, PwC Lithuania

Albert Willem Veenstra
Professor Trade and Logistics, Rotterdam

School of Management
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Understanding CBAM: the New
Frontier for Customs
If you wish to find out more about how to
calculate carbon emissions for CBAM purposes,
watch the recording. Among the topics covered:
how does CBAM operate, what opportunities does
it offer, and how should customs practitioners
and brokers respond to its many challenges? And
submitting CBAM reports - experience so far.

Duration: 57 mins

Origin – two examples where
the customs definition does not
apply
The concept of “origin” plays a central role not only
in customs legislation but increasingly across
various EU regulatory frameworks. This article
explores the difference on how origin is defined
and applied under the Union Customs Code
(UCC) and certain sustainability regulations.

Non-preferential origin and
sustainability: the real rules of
origin challenge
The speakers provide an overview of various
sustainability and trade defence policies that rely
on non-preferential origin, explain the core
principles underpinning non-preferential rules of
origin, and highlight the complexities involved.
Practical case studies and real-world examples
illustrate common challenges and offer valuable
advice.

Duration: 1 h 14 mins

Michael Lux
Attorney, former Head of Unit 'Customs

Legislation' at EU Commission
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Phone +37064465553
www.customsclear.net | www.picoco.ai

Company registration 305133737

Our expertise
The CustomsClear team brings together professionals in the following
areas:

Customs law and regulations
International trade and compliance
Digital education and knowledge management
Artificial intelligence and software development

Our mission
At CustomsClear, our mission is to provide all participants in the global
supply chain with easy access to the knowledge necessary for the smooth,
compliant and sustainable movement of goods across customs-controlled
borders.

Innovation - information and knowledge
Founded as a platform for both those seeking knowledge and those wishing
to share it, CustomsClear has built a global network of customs and trade
compliance experts. The experts share their expertise through articles,
videos, courses, live events and training sessions.

We are currently developing an expert-supervised regulatory library,
alongside AI solutions that offer tailored access to regulatory content and
compliance checks. Acknowledging that domain knowledge is essential to
interpreting regulations effectively, we are also building a personalised,
adaptive and continuous learning system to support professionals across
the sector. This ongoing innovation is co-funded by the European Union.

Contact us at info@customsclear.net

Gvantsa Pasurishvili
Director of International Sales & Partnerships
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